
CARES (Children are Receiving Extended Services) Program Overview

Open from 3:00 PM until 6:00 PM each school day, unless otherwise specified, the CARES
Program at Our Mother of Consolation Parish School provides professional care, supervision,
recreation, and enrichment activities. It serves working families who desire both parochial school
education and supplementary child care in a Catholic environment of children enrolled at school
in grades PreK 3 through 8th .

This professionally-operated program allows children to experience a rich diversity of growth
activities within a Catholic environment. These activities are planned to complement the
philosophy and value systems of the school and family. Arts and crafts projects, games and
recreation, rest time, and snack time are just a few of the activities planned. There is also time set
aside for homework completion.

A number of devoted and committed teachers and/or other qualified adults staff the program.
These people, employed on a full time or part time basis, work together to help each child grow
in maturity and self-respect, as well as to maintain an atmosphere wherein respect and
understanding of others is realized.

CARES is an offshoot of the regular school day; thus, all procedures in place for the school will
be adhered to during the CARES program. It is paramount that we provide a safe, healthy, and
sanitized environment for those students entrusted to our care before and after regular school
hours. It is important to engage these students in a social setting which they have not experienced
in months and to provide a pleasant atmosphere for them. We are the protectors and providers for
these students during the hours they are entrusted to us.

Goal of Program
The CARES Program provides children with a Catholic environment extending the philosophy
of Our Mother of Consolation Parish School into the hours after school. There is an academic
component including homework time, as well as art & crafts, games, and other activities. The
program provides a nurturing and safe after school environment.

Teachers and other caregivers staff the Our Mother of Consolation Parish School CARES
Program. All staff has correct State certification including Protecting God’s Children required by
the Archdiocese. The entire program is under the administration of the school principal. The staff
members work together to help each child grow in maturity and self-respect, as well as to
maintain an atmosphere where respect of others is encouraged.



Child Behavior
As members of a caring Catholic community, the children will be expected to respect the staff,
others, materials and the physical program environment. Children should never leave the CARES
room or school building without the explicit permission of the staff of the CARES Program.
Please review this policy with your child prior to the start of the program and periodically with
your child.

If a child disobeys the program rules, the child will be given an opportunity to correct their
behavior. If the behavior is repeated, the parent will be informed and, if necessary, a conference
with the parent will be set up. At that time, the child may be given a final opportunity to improve
or will be dismissed from the program. Any child who does not conform to the set rules of the
CARES Program will be dismissed from the program. The program reserves the right to dismiss
a child at any time.

Fees
Payment for the CARES program will be done through Blackbaud.

A late fee of $10.00 (per child) for every 15 minutes of lateness (payable in cash at pick-up) will
be assessed after one such offense.

Pick-up Time
The program ends at 6:00 PM. Parents who have difficulty with the pick-up time should make
arrangements with others listed as authorized pick-up individuals.

If a parent is late, a staff member will stay with the child until the parent arrives. Parents enter
school by the designated door to pick up children.

Official attendance records are kept for the CARES Program. Signature and accurate times must
be recorded when the child is picked up.

Important Parental Responsibilities
Change in Address, Phone Number or Emergency Numbers
Parents are expected to tell staff members when there are changes in addresses or phone
numbers/emergency numbers. If there is any change in the names of those authorized to pick up
the child, this information should be made known to Ms. Daly.

Illness or Accident
In cases which appear to be of a minor nature, first aid will be administered on the premises.
(Medication will not be administered.) In cases which appear serious CARES staff will make an
effort to carry out the instructions as given on the Emergency Card. If the home does not supply



adequate emergency instructions or if the instructions given cannot be followed at the time of the
emergency, the CARES Staff will act according to their best judgment for the welfare of the
child. Care should be taken by the CARES Director to review all medical information and
emergency card instructions with the parent and staff prior to a child’s enrollment in the CARES
Program.

Homework
A scheduled hour will be provided for children to work on class assignments or projects. It is the
child’s responsibility to have his/her assignments and books. Children may not go back to their
homeroom to get these items. Parents are responsible for checking their child’s homework before
they return to school the following day.

Snacks
Students will be given a 30 minute snack period during CARES. It is recommended that
parents/guardians send the child snack in a plastic bag and place it in the front of their backpack
each day. If a child does not come to CARES with a snack, it cannot be guaranteed the child will
be given one. Please try to make healthy choices when sending a snack. A water bottle (reusable)
or drink may also be sent with the child(rens) however there is a water fountain within the
school.

Special Provisions and Procedures
Emergency Closings
Mrs. Stack and Ms. Daly will specify the procedure to be followed. Emergency closing
procedures and/or temporary evacuation policies will be communicated to the parents. They will
communicate emergency closing procedures and/or temporary evacuation policies to the
appropriate local school, health and safety authorities.

Health Safety
The CARES Program follows the policy of Our Mother of Consolation Parish School with
regard to communicable diseases. Parents or their designates will be notified if a child becomes
ill during the hours of the program. Parents will be informed of any health issues.

Safety
If something serious should occur and the building is evacuated (fire, etc.), children will be taken
to a designated place. Parents will be given information as to the site chosen. Along with the Fire
Drill, a Crisis Plan is in place for unexpected emergencies. These plans are in place for Our
Mother of Consolation Parish School and for the CARES Program. Phone Number: (215)
247-1060 (School Office).



Contact
Staffing is planned according to the number of children enrolled in CARES each day. Please
report changes to Ms. Daly, kdaly@omcschool.com, and the students teacher in advance as soon
as possible.

CARES Schedule
3:00- 3:15- Student Check-In
3:15-3:30- Pre-K 3 – 1st Snack

2nd- 6th- Outside (when weather permitting)
3:30- 4:00- Pre-K 3- 1st Outside (when weather permitting)

2nd- 6th Snack
4:00- 5:00- 1st- 6th Homework Pre-K 3- K Outside/ Activities
5:00- 6:00- Organized Free Play (Games, Art, Movie)



Handbook Response Form

Dear Parent,
After reading the Parent Handbook, please return this form to Ms. Daly.

I have read the CARES Program Handbook and have discussed pertinent sections with my
child(ren). We agree to abide by the policies stated in these Guidelines.

Parent/Guardian __________________________________________________ (print name)

Parent/Guardian ___________________________________________________ (signature)

Date: ___________


